-. 
—— 
—— 8 


aviour propoſec} 


. 


Imita jon of Chri 


* 


a by the DEA 


* 
1 
: 


— ub 2 uu 
—— 


= 


114 - 
— — > . 
— . — 


— 
you? 


Lats 


=: 
_— 


Do 


1 
5% 


= 
* 


— 222 tac 


* wy 22 


— 


* 


NY 


2 


* 
1 


„ 
NA 


85 


* 


„ EY 


+3 


s "4 2 


\ 


4 


RI 
"4, 


5 SSI F 
** r e 2 4 1 
| 4 


e 


. 


2 


% 


ful to ſurviving Relatives, who behold Parts kk 
| themſelves, as it were, mouldring away to BH 


are too much inclin'd, an 


| 5 9 A ftupid 1 


"Samy VEL. xii, 22. 23. 


41d 1 Fd whit the child Wis yet al ve, I faſted, | 
and wept, for I ſaid; who can tell whether. God 
will be gracious to me, that the Child may lives 
but now be is dead, wherefore ſhould I fa ft 2 E 
I bring bim back again? 1 FA go to ho but - 
| ** ** not return fo me —_ 
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N 8 T A N CES of MogtTaLitY, -& 
care not a little ſhocking tos human 
Nature: The dead Corps of an 
1 MN Acquaintance and Friend, nien 
in every conſiderate Mind, moſt „ 
eros Thoughts of his own ſpeedy '.. + _ 
— out of this Life; and every Funeral 5 
he attends, he looks upon as a folemn Call k W 
Provipencs to Himſelf, to prepare to follow. oY 
The Spectacle becomes fill more ſad and mourns. 


before their Eyes; and it moſt prove a 8 5 
great Trial of the utmoſ# Power of their R 4 2 
and Grace, ſubmiſſively to commit theis Bo n 
to the ſilent Grave. Where there is any e, 
or Reality of Affection to the Deceaſed, Pain 1 
will ariſe, whether we will or no; and: ſuch 1 
our preſent corrupt and 1 State, N Hy TY 

read 8 9 Tet 5 3 5 
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gifs 0 1 * require at our Rande; 2 Jo 
oder- wbelmed with Sorrow, on ſuch à melancho 
"Occaſion, would be a degrading ourſelves beneat 
the Rank of Beings Gop. hath graciouſly plac! 
us in; and highly reflecting on that Faith, whic 
e make Profeſſion of to the World. Keaſon 
as well as our Religion, if duly conſulted, wil 
. afford us proper Arguments to cheel 
growing Grief; and cauſe us in Patience t 
pole our Souls. Such Trials, are not NEW. un- 
er the Sun: Ever. ſince Sin came into the 
World, Death hath made his Appearance in it, 
e Our Fathers before us, throughout every Age, 
have been exerciſed” with like Afflictions: And 
28 G0 p, in His kind Providence, hath been 
pPleaſed to bring down to our Hands, the au- 
ttzhentick Records of the Lives and Actions of. 
many of the Saints of. Old Times, it will be 
= motth gur while, to examine and ſee. Dow they 
Np . behave in ſuch Circ umſtances; and to eonfider, 
3 2 What 'Ehovghts the Spirit of Gon kath- left us, 
BR as ccarnmyg to their Minds, by Which, they, 
calmed their rufſſed Spirits, 111 order to form, our 
own. Behavicur thereby! OT OO OST OD | 
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1 elt 1 could net better apprines the 7 pre. | 
5. melancholy Providence, in removing out of 
this our Life and World, the.” young Mr, NLS N, 
than by offerir g to your” ſerious Conbillretien 
-a few Reflections on thels: Words of Seripture, 

131 ch T have been juſt reading to vou: My 
. Es ee from which, 1 ſhall, by Gop's Afliff- 
= 5 Ance, 1 to make 48 e Ry bY 
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A N, upon hs bare reading of. them; 1108 
125 at Hirſt View, theſe 90 JAS: * 


V 5 ions; 


Firh, Tue pious a Fan Gn ta 
Schayiour of a fond and indulgent Parent, to a 


Renata "Rn S: babes ls To TY 


* % Tris Aron Piatas dr nnd al 
becoming external Demeanour, he ſhewed on is 
1 But now be is dead, wherefore ſhould I WT 


PARTECULARLY,” 


Fi In theſe | Words, we cannot 1 as. 
ſerving, the pious and affectionate Carriage and 
Zehaviour of a fond and indulgent Parent, to a 
Sick, and eppearingly, Ou. CH.” "E Ve ond 
pet. 1 . 5 


Peg, \ novithtnting the wala nan 
and Courage he was endowed with, tho he was - 
tram'd up to, and exerciſed with Wars from: his 
T Youth, yet had à moſt- agreeable Mixture > 
| 1 Fender 

Temper: In the Hiſtory. of his Life, we often 


of, 
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2 
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the ſoft and ming Pity of the Friend, the - 
Huſband, and the Fat 


J 9 . 


Wh Ro can 1 bim thes 8 b 
5 ws 0 over the dead . of his Companion and 
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and Compaiſion wrought in has © - 
find the Hardineſs of the Hero giving Way to 3 | 


ther, which: when they meek © 
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Tiiend, tho he got a Crown and Kingdom | 
dis Death, without feeling ſome Motions | 
_ Grief ariſing within himſelf? 2 Sam. i, 26. I ohis 
Aifreſed for. ther, my Brother Jonathan ; . 
leert haſt tho deon unte me 3 thy Lov? to offi 
was wonderful, paſſing the Love of Women. Fel 
uch ſympathizing Eriends to be met with i 
= this our Day! when Friendſhip too often is probe 
=: ==" for Self-Intereſt, and all Signs ani 
= Tokens of it are too commonly buried with tif 
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= Ir. we view him as an Huſpand, we ſhall fin 
= him acting the ſame kind Part: No ſooner diff 
= He hear of the Death of his beloved Child, but 
= he haftened to comfort the diſconſolate Motber 
2s we ſee in the Verſe following my Text: 4 
rare Pattern of conjugal Aﬀe&gion! 
Bor if we conſider him as a Father, ſurely 
no Parent's. Bowels ever yearned with more Ten- 
= Jemeſs towards their Offepring than his did : 
On the Report of all his Sons being killed by 
= Abſalom, it is ſaid, (2 Sam. xiii, 31.) that, Th: 
= Moy aroſe, and tare bis Garments, and lay on the 
Earth: On the Death even of his rebellious Son 
= Abſalom, how far did the Father, in his Conduct, 
| appear above the King? 2 Sam. xxiii. The King 
t moved, and went up to the Chamber over ii 
|” The Gate, and wept, and ſaid, O my Son Abſalom, 
my $0n,-my-Son{4bſalom, would to GOD J 
d- for thee, O Abſalom, my Son, my 
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Bur I ſhall confine myſelf to the Confideration, 
F his Behaviour in that particular Caſe, the; | 
ext refpects. There was ſomething peculiar to A 
wid in it, which, it is not unlikely, occaſioned 
is Grief and Sorrow to be the more violent. 
he afflicted Child was the Offspring of Adultery, 
nd uſherd into the World by the barbarous 
urder of his Mother's Husband ; Sins, which 
David's Soul was now made ſenſible of the 
zemous Guilt of, and moſt deeply humbled for! 

e Sickneſs alſo he now laboured under, was 
he immediate Effect of GOD's Stroke; and his 
death was expreſh threaten'd by the Prophet. 
TRAHESsE Things, I fay, were Peculiarities in 
he preſent Caſe; and the Conſideration of them 
Woubtleſly, cauſed the Springs of Woe to riſe „ 
igher in David's Soul: His Demeanor, however, 
as very becoming, and may hold forth to us 
n uſeful Leſſon, whether we conſider ourſelves” _ 
is Mn; or as Chriſtians. oo I 
Berore I come to confider his Behaviour . 
his Occaſion, as we have it recorded, I would - 
riefly remark, That to be ſure no Remedies © 
ere wanting, that Art could preſcribe, or 
foney purchaſe, tho! we have no mention made: 
of it in the Hiſtory ; David was too. wiſe ant 
good a Man, to think of GOP's reftoring his 
Child in a Manner mixaculons; and Where the 
Providence of GOD bath. put any of us into © 
Capacity of procuring proper and ſuitable Me-" 
cicines,” to onr own, or the Caſe of our fick 
Friends and Relations, for us to flight and neg- wn 
# ec them, under a Pretence of depending entirexx 
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188 ihe Divine Being, is; 1 5 tempting 

= - than. truſting the ALMIGHTY. 1 GO D' Ble- 

ing cannot be expected but in the Uſe of 
Means; and it is. ordinarily, 1 will nat ſay 

al ays, beſtowed nd on 4 e eee 
| of them. 


Tak Cale . Het, Rog 4 Judah, Train 
x > recorded. (2 Kings xx. 5 for the Encou- 
7 ragement of the Uſe of outward Means: His 
VDiſeaſe was of that Nature, and his. Cure ſo 
mudden, that it muft appear eKtracrdinary and 
miraculous: G OD had declared he would heal 
him, and that in three Days Time he ſhould þe 


=. he might 2 done according to his Promiſe by 
uu Ward's. ſpeaking ; but the Prophet was or- 
1 der'd to make uſe of. an external Application, 
=: In. u to Work to Appearance the ordained 
-: r Saviour alſo himſelf, in the Perfor- 
A . of ſome of his miraculous Cures, would 
vponchſafe to apply outward Remedies, the“ altg- 


. | . 5 1 his opening the Ears of the Deaf, 
ii ix. 5 On p Purpoſe, ſeemingly, all this 
= Tr did, daß he might ſet an Example of-:pſing 
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iy 5 : « Pi eus and religious an, did not reſt in "theſe 
[ 5 = -ontward . Remedies, he turned his Eyes from 
 Treond Cauſes, and conſidered. GOD as the 
. 1 5 8 * . Dopoter © of 8 and Fi 7 Ms 

. . e 
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able to go up to the Houſe of the LORD; this 


gether unbkely. to. produce the deſired Effect; : 
(hark vii. 33.) and reſtoring the Blind to, Sight 5 


Fo 1 in our ee 1 


ay, OY are ing 6 told, "that David, like | 
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e did not contemn or undervalue, yet, he | Wl 
new all external Means, though ever lo good _ » ln 
ind proper in themselves, were empty,.uſelels 
Things, unable to procure the, deſireq Effect, 
nleſs GOD gave them Virtue and Eficacy. , 
To him, therefore, did he make his Application 
| | "Say 2 tis faid- Fer ĩ ͤ 
y ſolemn Prayer. Dauid, tis ſaid, (Ferſe 16) 
be,onght GOD for bis Child, that he would ſpare 
is Life, in much, Mercy; and not cut him oft 


Tram this Example was more followed by 
he . Profeſſors of Religion, is mach ts. he defi- 
ed. But, alas! on any. i Diſorder of their 
Pon, or their. Friends and Relations, they have 
Recourſe immediately to the Phyſician's Art ane 
Skill; and vi rely, on his Advice, and W 
to his Preſcriptions ahne, without ever S 8 
to G0 D, by Prayer, on that Behalf. hefe 
Bleſſing given or With-held, renders the Meaus 
uſed, effecual,. or ineffeQual : GON, hereby, 2 
is deprived of that Tribute: of Praiſe and Glory © 
which is his Due, as the ſupreme Governor k 
the Univerſe; in whoſe, Hands is the Lifeant 
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Breath of every Living Thing, and the eus 


ng, 
lei- 
of 
ay 


MM! 


o 


of all Mankind. And really, Chriſtians, it is 
to be. feared, that many a promiſing Remedy 
uſed, hath miſs'd of its expected Succeſs, bes 
cauſe G0 D's Bleſſing was never ſought, upon oY 
it. Why might not 60D in judgment ds 
5 to en yx it, When he ſees all the 8 
Praiſe and Glory of the Recovery will term: 
nate on ſecond Canſes ? But whether this be _ 4 
| or no, T am ſure it muſt be a- more comfortable 
| Aelletion to a rg Mind, on having... 
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tried an proper propoſes mn for till 
Recovery of Life to no Purpoſe, to fit dow! Fe 


11 
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and think, hatever bath lain in ni) Power 
5 ber not Been wanting in ; . was oblig 
-to leave to GOD, at whoſe Hands alfo 1 diligent 
and earneſtly fought it, but in his infinite IWijdon 
be Jam fit to deny it me. To be able thus t 
5 muſt be certainly more comfortable ' to! 
. Mind, on Reflection, than to havt 
tried all Manner of outward Remedies alone 
HE i ſecking to GOD for his Bleſſing oi 
<= M em : In. the latter Caſe, they might be 
kready, on After-thought, to fay,, How could 
WM 5 tel but GOD, on my earneſt ſeeking bim, might 
| A 5 8 = IF . been gracious to me, that my Friend, 1118 
1 - Relation, might apt lived 2 This we may bel 
= _ fatished 5 in from the Scripture Revelation, that 
| E edges nen neſs a Jrequent] repreſe; nted 
nd 8s Arvſwers to Pra) yy 1 {ha} en y refer you 
' 5 Si 8 to 1 Caſe Pere tie bi.” (2 Kings 
5) They be turned by Fice to th 
© Find 10. unto tie 'LORD,'/ ing, I be- 
13 = thee, G LORD, "remember * non bow I bare 
= 5 5 walked” before thee in Truth, and with a perfect 
WE: - Wart, and bave done. that which is ae in thy 
"= : 1 bt ; and Hezekigh wept 7 9050 t it came to 
3 before Iſaiah v gone into the Middle 
Tout, that Word of- *. LORD cam to bin, 
"iſ 72 3D Bey, 9; © Torn again, and tell "Hezekiab, the 
5 Captain of np People, Thus faith the PGR), 
4 hide heard thy 5 bare ſen thy Tal: 
<< 'brhotld vil bea thye.? Hence the | Advice'sf 
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677) ß 
ti Secondly, Io Prayer David added Faſting and 
owMſecars, as a. Teſtimony of the inward Grief of 
er is Mind; and to ſignify the Sincerity and 
lis arneſtneſs of | his 0 Devotion, 1 faſted .\ and ; 3 * 
i As for Tears, they are the natural Effects „„ 
> reat Trouble and Sorrow within: Where the 
eart is full of Woe, the Eyes generally diſ- 

over it, by _ opening their little Fountains} | _ 

and ſending. forth their liquid Streams of Watess 
Heavineſs of Heart, and Angniſh of Spirit, 

zath alſo a. great Effect upon our bodily Con» 
ſtitution; it palls the Appetite, and cauſem 
ften 2 loathing of proper Food. In the Bitter: 
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neſs of ;their Souls, Men are frequently tempted 2 
to negle& their outward Man; and Perſons <= 
whoſe Minds are deeply ſeaſoned with Deos, 

tion, lay hold commonly of that Opportunit 7 

to abſtain; from their ordinary Diet, the more 
to ſhew their Contrition of Heart, and Humili xx, 
under the afflicting Hand of GOD; and as 
thinking it may be that Faſting will, or feeling 
that it doth, give a keener Edge to their BP 
votions., Not that Faſting and Trars are eſſentia. 
2 cal Trouble of Mind, or the Sincerity and 
Fervency, of Devotion, às if the one could not. 2 

be where the other were wanting: GOD han 
v0 where, as can find, inſiſted either on tus 
one or the other; as ſuch; neither are they. 7 

ited to all Conſtitutions, ſome cannot bear b 
faſt, whilſt others are naturally as unable te 
Weep. This 1 briefly | mention, left fome Perſons” — 4 
Jof a pigus Diſpoſition might be inclin'd to c, 
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1 d not, er cannot 8 ve bel endl Tokeai 
aud Symp toms,” Which they read holy Perſons, 
AF id g ee Cirennſtances with 85 ue 
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9 . e Cams: may . rat to En ah 
CR” n, What Fcundation had avid to build 
dis Hiepes of Sucseſs upon, in thus demeaning 
_ ee The Anſwer hereto he himſelf gives 
= For I ſais, who can tell whether GOD vil 
_—_ 405 gracicus to me, that the Child ma live 2 q. d. 
1 do not know, ror any Pe ſon elſe, but 60 
muy be ſo favourable and kind to me, as to 
_ fpare mi Child's Life en my thus tumbling 
== myſelf before: him: David hee indeed ſeems 
| b ww hope againſt Hope: The Words of the 
I * Pd apperr very diſcouragin (Ver) e 14) 
J 3 3 "becauſe by tl Deed, Pays at han 
| VM / thay 50, $7ven great Occaſion to the Fnemies of 
60 D to blajj 1 the Child that is born unto 
thee ſhall ſure y die. David, however, would not 
3 give way to Deſpair; he heard, and 'tis likely 
| . . 5 5 he might have ſeen, that the Execution of the 
Y ²3³f im Threatnings are not always fix'd ar 
Wo  determin'dy' there are ſome ſeret Condition. 
W © _ oftentimes 8 to them; there is ſometime 
WW  _ 30am left for Re xentance'; w which, if ſincere 
phat averted jthe. engunced judęments, as Wa. 
=. -: xthe' Caſe of: Hezeliah, and the Ninevites after. 
ll. 3 ; (ng and we find the Prophet Jeremeia 
| 1 I . 25 ap. viii. 8. ' expreſly declaring from G01 
l RM to this Purpole, © At what Time 1 1 ſpeck 
= "Concerning a Nation, and concerting 4 Kingdom 
to pluck 1 15, and to pull down, and to deftr 0 i 
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turn from their, Evil, I will repent of ibe EU R 
that I thought to have done unto. them. | Davids  _. 
was not fare, therefore, that this might nos 
be his Caſe he had offended G0 D, tis true, 
and that grievouſſy too; GOD had diſcovered = 
the his Anger and Diſpleaſure by the Mouth of the 
Prophet, in this threatning of his Child's Deae nn 
Nothing, he knew, but Repentance, could be 
of any Avail; and that he would ſet himſeilf 
with the greateſt Vigour to exerciſe; which; 9 
till he had tried, he could not tell whetfler it 

would prove ſucceſsful or no: Whilſt there 14 

Life, there is Hope; and as long as any Hope 
remains, there is room for Humiliation: aud 

Prayer: There is no Diſorder, of what Nature 
ſoever, hut what hath, by the Bleſſing fk 
GOD, been cured; no Perſon brought ſo loπ W. 


but that the Almighty Power of GOD canms’ 
raiſe. him; no Period of any Man's Life ſo 
abſolutely fixed, but GOD, in Mercy, m 
prolong it. This David was not ignorant of; 
and therefore, While the Child was yet alive, be 
prayed, and faſted, and wept, ſaying, Who cam | 
tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that 
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How powerfully, therefore, doth” this Ex» _ p 
ample provoke a Chriſtian Parent or Relation 
to a lite Carriage and Behaviour? under fuß, 
an afflicting Circumſtance, of having a neat . 
and dear Relation or Friend, 'dangerouſly 1h, 
we muſt have greater Room for Hope; and 
fironger Encouragements to humble ourſelves  _ 
| before GOD, and pray, than David had. We 
cannot always be aſſured; as David was; inne 
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Cafe, that. this Stroke upon us, Loden 1 in 2 


Vay of Anger and Judgment from GOD: For 
any Thing we can be Lerthin of, it may be 
inftlicted in much Mercy, We can have no 


prophetical Meſſage from Heaven, to ſignify 


00 us their Deaths, as David had. Af he, 
= therefore, | with. all theſe Diſccuragements, 
© would not give over Hope, nor be kept hack 
_ from going to the Throne of Grace, in Behalf 
of his Child, how much more hopefully may. 


- ſerious chr ſian make His A lieation 5 GOD 
0 "0; the lame End? |S, Na 


ere Gall er os the fiſt 1 Thins öblert 


ET able in the Words, viz, the pious and affec- 
tionate Carriage and Behaviour of a Tod. and 
indulgent Parent, to a ſick and appe fingly 


dying Child; and herein every CR 


e how he ought to behave and carry birnſelf 
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1 = Words," the compoſed Flame of Mind, and be- 
"i . = coming external Demeanor, David ſhew'd on 
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e Life. 


aroſe” rom the Earth, aud waſhed and anotmted 


7 Mend morbigpeds then be came to lie den Houſe, = 
1 and when be. req nred, they ſet Bread before bim, 


% be did eat. Theſe I call remarkable 1 
Dees, for ſo they, appeared in the Eyes of his 


* Change in. their, Lord and Maſter; and were 


7 2 Loſs for the Reaſons of it, 11 E 1 
5 >the ſaid bis Seruants unto: him. What 15 15 
d this that thou haſt - done & then didft- Faſt aud ite 


jor the Child, while, it was! alzze , © but vhin! the 
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© 56e, and came imo the Houſe of the LORD, © 


own, Servants, who were ſurprized at ſo ſudden 


x child. nas dead, thou: didft | riſe and eat Brun 5 3 
F And hecauſe they, are ſo rarely to be ary, T 1 


ans hire of this our Day's - 
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I | Fi Fits David's compoſed. Frame of Mind, 2 „ 
n ecoming external. Demeanor, did ſhew:' 275 e 


in his immediate geing to the 1 1 1 


He did, not . £0 caving: $4 1 ha 
Hope fruſtrated by GOD and all his Hun- 
3 Ns Frnvery, and Tears, — unfaccels- 


ul, he did not murmur 
rith 18 ALMIGHTY's Den coeds 
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Fim; nor had his Affection and Love 2 8 7 
. nor * Doughty  diſcumposd, 


„««½ͤ EE 3 


"I mitted to the Divine Will ; 
=_ "oft. his Child, he was If OOTY GOD. W 
1 not loſe his Tribute of Worthip. | 


| 5 = This VL perhaph,” III oppo” in che 


"WM 77 -lince' David had diſcovered the utmoſt Strength 


bdumble Endeevours for his Life, 'whilft there 
. 3 5 any Hope: It was enly His fuperior Aﬀec- 


5 Duty to him, nt ochaſibnt 1 Conduct © 


8WwdWeen thouſand Creature Comforts, 
WT worth than all created Comforts put together, 
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but he coul! go dirsely, aſſoon as _Opportuni 
ü AI offered, to appear before G0, in his Sanc. 
tuary. With Reſignation and Patience he ſubs 
and tho' he had 
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or Eyes of the inconfiderate part of Mankind, a: 

Andecent, and betraying too little Affection ani 
Regard for bis dead Child; but they muſt. be 
:nconfiderate indeed to make this Reflection, 


of Affection, in his paſſionate” Deſires, and 


tion to GON, and his ſup 


Regard fox his 


his. GOD, he knew, was the beſt Friend; 
and an Intereſt in his Love and Favour, worth 


pay, more 


IJ ᷑s“ ſecure and keep np that, was his _ higheſt 
„ Concern. He had a lat e Taſte of GOD); 
8 4 the Light of bis Countenance; and 
What a dreadful Thing it is to lie under hf 
Anger er and Baue 24A And as he had Juſt re- 
cCeived from the Mouth of a Prophet, that com. 
Fortable Meſſage, That the LORD Bad put 
| away bis Sin, he was eager, tis likely, to teſt 
i his Thankfulneſs to GOD for it. and to 
3 him 375 no 7d unto him Pk I: cha lis 
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15 ians, or how much ſoever Cuſtom and Exams . 
bad ple may ſeem to countenance, and give En- 
ul Güragement to it, yet our indulging ſo much 


allionate 'Grigf and Sorrow on the Loſgs,of 
tiends and Relations, as to unfit ourſelves for 
he Worſhip and Service of GOD, and thereby 
ez ourſelves from GOD's Houſe and Sanc- 
ua ry, is very misbecoming that Ptofeſſion E 
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pn F elicioh we make: It ſhews too much of an 

© bþry and reſentful Spirit againſt the Proceed-. 

> 1155 51 GOD towards us; and looks as tha _® 
ie deſtsned to take a Revenge on GOD AI- 
er 10 H Tv this Way, ſince we can no other 
5 Way; that he ſhall, on Actount of thus af 

bi Aiding us, not have that Honour and Glory 75 
A bich 1 his due, and which we N 1 55 2 
4. pay him before. e 8 
ba  Stcondly, Dx v1 1ÞD's deo Haute & Mink | 
er and becoming external Demeanor, did alſo ap= > 46 
f pear, in his ſetting himfelf with Diligence he. - 

5 he Performance of the common Offices and 

10 Duties of Life. He came tb hit own Houſe, ank 
ve he h * jor” . before bi | ns | 

N be did eat. 9 EE =. 5 | 
s ein aid net ay e neglec the ce 

1 of himſelf, neither would he ſuffer his bodily _ 


tinuance of that _ Auſterity, which before he 
Exerciſed towards it, during his humk l: > De! 
bdortment under the Hand GOD, in the A 
| 8 and ame oc of 8 Chiles; 
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=_ —- Tax NE, & his. 5 b. he allo 1 to 
n are of, and no longer neglected the Duties 


it on bim, as a King, an Huſpand, a 
Ra. Parent, and Maſter of a Family; all id: 
_ Relations of Life he at that Time ſtood. | 

=_ every. one of which too had a great Toes | 
bf 3 e it; and which, he knew, the ſu- 

1 poſer of all. Things required him to 

Ln "nl ts abi in dhe er 


_— 155 5 Is: VA not, my TERS a fine Exam- 
__ Ws for efpre us for our Imitation? We know 
=_ 5 t little,” of; our Religion, if we thir * the | 
wu Practice of relative Duties no eſential Part 
of it; and yet how little is it thought of? 
1 and how much lefs regarded? Am 11 an Huſ- 
—_— Fand? and 16- there nothing due hom me to 
_—_ the W Wife of 1 my Boſem? no Conſolation, and 
__ Comfort; no Kees and Inftru6ion, for me to 
egndeavc ur to give, on all Occurrencies ef Life? 
1 Am 1 2 Parent 2. and i is there no Trion me 
0 Regard required fiom me, as to their Welfare 
aan Intercft, both cf Soul avd Body? Am I 
i. placed, by the Providence of GO, at the 
Head of a Family? and are there no ann 
- Concerns. that I ought to take Care of? Would 
tk not be unreaſonablé in me, in order to in- 
de inmederate Grief and Sorrcw, to lay 
die the Thoughts of theſe. Things 2 Wcuid 
ll riß lianity excuſe me in ſo doing? Could. L 
d h * it a Tent Por 87 for my- 
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at. calf at the | Bar of o to his 9 „Lonp, 1 

thou waſt pleaſed, in thy Torexeign al * e = | 
* Providence, to remove from me, by 1 

to * ſuch a Relation, or ſuch a Frien Ti 4 

es | © afflicted was 1 with the Loſs, t 155 r % * 

, under it; I render'd myſelf, by m over 2 

ch © much Sorrow, incapable cf. a * 1 12 

u; © Duties, which the Relation of [fe 1 

ge © Providence placed me in, deman ided. 

u- © Hands.” — 2 not GOD july. Tok t 

to WM me? © That Comfort of Life, "wr thou J 

it Ml menteſt the Loſs of, was mine; 1 gaveth 

| „ that Friend, that Relation, whom I. haye 

c taken away, only for a Time; ſhouldſt not 

n- WF © thou therefore be thankful to me, that os | 

w WH © enjoyedft at all, and enjoyedſt ſo Jong, what 

e «1 Freely lent thee at firſt? Did I not leave 

t © thee fill remaining Comforts of Life? Did T 

not mercifully continue with thee, other. 

{= Friends, other Relations > Why then ſhould 


„ the Loſs of one or two render thee unthank- 
ful to me, for thoſe 1 left thee. to enjoy ? 
and deprive thoſe of the Duties which 1 tid 
command thee to diſcharge towards them“? 
Would not? Muſt not this RAINY be 
ä e bo. 


. Bur perhaps ſome ay 8 Devid Ts 
: wiſer and better Perſon than I am;, and ch (> 
fore, tho' he might behave in this „ 
Manner, yet it is not poſlible that 1 feng? 1 
He had Reaſons to influence his Conduct, that 
I am "a Stranger to; and greater Meaſures «7 
Grace to enable him i. be . . PD © 
bauch * to me. 
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uh wor vr D SE That 8 e 
bf Grace David enjoy'd, we have abundant Rea- 
fon to. exped, that All-ſuſßient Grace ſhall be 

a. to us, ſinee we are aſſured from the 
Scrip ture Revelation, That GOD is faithful, 
- who ill not ſuffer us tg be empted above; that wi 
_ are" able, bit will with the Tom tation al/o male a 
| = Fay to "eſcape, that we may be” able to bear it. 

r. x. 9 IL. therefore, we. have not this 

Brace, it is not ; owing to GOD's Unwilling- 
. nels, or Unxeadineſs to give, but cur Negli- 

ence to ask, or our Incapacity to receive it. 
ut as to the Reaſons David had to ſupport 
Kate under this afflictive Diſpenſation, we 
hear them from bis own | Mouth; and it 

is in the 1 ſe and E xerciſe of our raticnal Pow- 
"ers" and Faculties, that the Grace of GOD 
"ch. commonly operate, . But nom be is. d ead, 
"Cath Dar id ) *wherejere „ond I fa wh Can I bring 
| XR=E bim back again + 3 ſhall 80 to bin, 11 be en 
* He a, return. to me. „ 45 
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Firh, barer e his Mind, nd; 1 90 
nean'd himſelf outwardly in ſuch a decent Man 
er, becauſe he ſaw hou- abſurd and unprofitable ; 
t was, to give Way to immoderate Grief and 
Sorrow for- the Dead. Cant I bring bim back again? 
he ſhall not return to me. q. d. Let me lament 
* hewail the Loſs ever ſo much, let me fat 
and weep for ever, it will never call back his 
leparted Soul into the deſerted Body, nor cauſe 
ny Child to return again to this World, to be 
Comfort to me: The Dead cannot ſee any 
hing tranſacted here; He cannot ſee my flow 
ing Tears, nor be affected with 12 5 ohne. 
Be 5 eee then ſhould 1 faſt? 


Is not ohh now, my Brethren, a 1 
Way of Reaſoning? Muſt not every one that 
thinks at all, ſee the Strength and Gnelufre. 
neſs of it? Will it not hold at all Times, and 
and in all Races, eternally, univerſally: juſt 
and true? Doth it not ſuit any of us in ſuch 


Tis. appointed for all Men once ans die. 
The Grave is the Houſe ordained for all the” 


Livy 50 The Union between the Soul and N 
once diflolv'd, there will be no more meeting Ty I 
W a the Reſurrection- Day. OR 5 


Ma D we. any Expectations and The that - 
our Lamentings could reverſe the Decrees f 
Heaven, or > kg the GOD of Na Tut 
to exert his- Almighty Power in reſtoring the 
Dead to Life; or that the grim Tyrant DESI th 
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ed to his Cha e, the; 
of \Senſe and R . Gl 


— a8 a reaſonable Being cannot poſſibly 
| in any ſuch Expectations and Hopes, the 
Abfurdity of ſo doin ng "muſt: immediately appear; 
Which, when confidered, will ſerve to give 2 
Check to N. (Fob . J 8. 9; 0 For there i 

4 | it be cut down, that it will 
* | that the tender wer thereof 
vil not: ceaſe z, tho' the Root bereof wax old in the 
| Earth, an the Stock thereof dig in the Ground 
get, thro the Scent of Vater, it will bud and 
Drin forth ' Bonghs like a Plant. But Man dieth, 
Aud waſteth 2 Na, Man giveth up the Ghoſt, 
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